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RESOURCES INDUSTRY — GOLDEN GECKO AWARDS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.06 pm]: This year we will 
celebrate the twenty-second anniversary of the Golden Gecko Awards for Environmental Excellence. These 
awards are an opportunity for the resources industry to be recognised for leading practice and innovation in 
environmental management and to share their experiences with government, industry and the community. Since 
the awards were established in 1992, we have recognised 54 projects with Golden Gecko Awards and 45 with 
certificates of merit. The Golden Gecko Awards do more than just recognise those who are leading the way; they 
also help to raise the standard of the entire industry by advocating best practice. The awards encourage industry 
to think outside the square and develop innovative solutions to complex environmental issues that may be acting 
as project constraints. Many initiatives that have previously won awards are now standard practice in industry. 
For example, the use of global positioning system technology by industry has skyrocketed, from its first use on-
site in locating drill holes to its current application in providing real-time information to minimise environmental 
harm by plant operators. 
The awards are assessed by addressing four key criteria—namely, commitment to environmental excellence; 
demonstrated environmental outcomes; community engagement; and what makes it special. The assessment 
panel consists of representatives from key government organisations who have specialised technical knowledge 
in environmental regulation, mineral and petroleum resources management and native vegetation rehabilitation 
or rangeland management. The assessment panel presents its findings and provides technical advice to a 
selection committee consisting of the director general of the Department of Mines and Petroleum and three 
independent persons from the resource, community and environment sectors. The selection committee then 
selects and recommends the award recipients to me for final consideration. 

In 2012, Pendoley Environmental Pty Ltd received a Golden Gecko Award for its work in marine turtle 
population investigation, research, assessment and monitoring in the Pilbara region. Argyle Diamonds Ltd 
received a certificate of merit for work in remediating a contaminated legacy site in Belmont. This year I will 
host the Golden Gecko Awards on 26 September at the Pan Pacific Perth hotel. We have a total of seven entries 
this year from projects spreading across the state between the Kimberley and south west. I am looking forward to 
seeing what innovations the awards have in store for us this year and who will join the growing list of 
distinguished recipients. 
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